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tion from the Court at Gingi by their success in partisan warfare.
In 1693, Aurangzeb found it necessary to move his camp to the
Bhiina and sent his own son and chief minister Asudkhan to
Gingi.
In 1694, the Marathas under Santaji Ghorpade plundered the
country to the north of Aurangzeb's camp, and Ramchandrapant
carried on the war in the west up to Solapur. In 1695, Santaji
left Parsoji Bhonsle and Hayabatrao Nimbalkar in Berar and
Gangthadi to harass the Imperial convoys from Delhi, and him-
self proceeded to Karnatik, and attacked the besiegers in force,
and routed them; while Dhanaji assisted Santaji in completing the
disaster by a flank attack. The besiegers were thus rendered com-
pletely helpless; and a truce was arranged between the minister
Asudkhan and Santaji, by which under certain conditions the
Moghuls were to be allowed to retire. Aurangzeb, however, did
not approve this conduct of his minister and recalled his son and
sent a new army under Zulfikarkhan. The siege, however, was
not renewed for some time. Meanwhile, Santaji, being free from
immediate danger, hovered round the Emperor's camp at Bijapur
and defeated his Governor Kasimkhan near Doderi, and Kasim-
khan surrendered.
Another general Himatkhan was similarly entrapped and
defeated. At last in 1697 the siege was renewed and, as stated
above, after Rajaram had made his escape the Fort was taken
in January 1698. Rajaram soon joined Ramchandrapant at
Satara: and one by one the Maratha generals, Parsoo Bhonsle,
Hayahatrao Nimbalkar, Nemaji Shinde, Athawale, Samsher
Bahadur returned back to their country. The principal seat of the
operation of the war was now transferred from the Karnatik and
Dravida country to the Deccan, though, Dhanaji Jadhav was still
left in the South to defend the Maratha possessions. The forts
along the sea coast continued to be faithful to the Maratha cause*
and under Kanhoji Angre the Marathas carried on their depreda-
tions all along the coast from Travancore to Bombay, capturing
prizes at sea. The Savats also remained faithful.
In 1699, Rajaram at the head of aH his army entered Khan-
desh, Gangthadi and Berar and Baglan, and levied the chawth and
sardeshmukhi in those parts. On his return to Satara he kept four
of his commanders in those provinces permane$tiy, Dabhade in
Baglan, Shinde in Khandesh, Bhonsle in Berar, and Ninfbalkar in
Gangthadi.
In 1700, Aurangzeb determined to reduce the forts which
proved so advantageous to the Marathi plan of defence. He him-
self assumed the cdmmand of the army detached far this work